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Life in the Damn Tropics
A Novel

David Unger
Foreword by Gioconda Belli

“Life in the Damn Tropics is a witty book, ebullient in its
observations about the human heart and mind, and the
caprices of destiny. It is a sharply intelligent, passionately
written novel.”

—QOscar Hijuelos, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the The Mambo
Kings Play Songs of Love

Set in strife-torn Guatemala City in the early 1980s, this sophisticated,
quasi-comedic tale depicts the decline and near-fall of a prominent
Guatemalan Jewish family. The Eltaleph family is accused of setting up
a dummy corporation in Panama in order to avoid paying Guatemalan
taxes. Hence, middle-aged Marcos Eltaleph, a playboy whose lust for
life is matched only by his lust for women, has been placed under
“hospital arrest.” As older brother Aaron tries to obtain his release,
Marcos ponders his scapegoat role in the family and the two-timing
machinations of his new girlfriend, Esperanza, a fiery Colombian
former prostitute who, in this hour of need, Marcos believes has taken
up with his former business partner. In the face of military rule,
terrorism, and sabotage Marcos learns the truth about his brother, only
to find that sibling secrets can be every bit as dangerous as civil unrest.

“Three Jewish brothers struggle to keep their family’s business ventures
alive through a period of political unrest and upheaval in Unger’s
satisfying debut novel, set in Guatemala in the early 1980s. . . . Unger
puts his unique setting to good use as he layers his unusual story line,
building the suspense.”—Publishers Weekly

David Unger, born in Guatemala, is a prize-winning translator. He teaches

translation in the M.A. program in creative writing at the City College of
New York.
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“The Jewish experience
in twentieth century
Central America. ..
enlivened by innocent
eroticism and comic
absurdity.”

—Kirkus Reviews
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Order Form

Complete all information requested

on the order form. Please type or print
legibly. Individuals must prepay with
check, money order, VISA, or
Mastercard.

Terms: Full refund granted for any
reason, if book is returned in new
condition within 15 days of receipt. If
you would like books shipped to foreign
countries by either air printed matter or
air mail, prepayment of actual shipping
cost is required. These orders must be
placed using a VISA or Mastercard and
postage charges will be added by the
billing department. For further
information call (773) 702-7000.

Thank you for your order!

Course Use: The University of
Wisconsin Press would be pleased to send
you an examination copy of any book you
wish to consider for course use. Please mail
or fax your request on departmental
letterhead specifying title of course,
expected enrollment, semester or quarter in
which the course will be offered, course
level (undergraduate or graduate), and the
name of bookstore(s) where the course
books will be sold. According to our policy,
you will be billed at a 50% academic
discount, plus shipping charges, payable in
90 days. You then have 90 days to:

Option 1. Keep the book as a free desk copy
by adopting it for course use and placing an
order of 10 or more copies with your
bookstore.

Option 2. Return the book for full credit.
Option 3. Purchase the book at the 50%

discount for your own use.

Please send examination copy requests to:
The University of Wisconsin Press
Attention: Exam Copy Request

1930 Monroe Street, 3rd Floor

Madison, WI 53711-2059

Fax: 608-263-1120

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Country (if not U.S.A.)

Daytime phone

1 Check/money order enclosed 1 MasterCard 1 VISA
Account # Expiration date
Signature
Qty. Title ISBN List price Amount
LIFE IN THE DAMN TROPICS 0-299-20054-X $15.95
Book total

[llinois residents, add 8.75% sales tax to book total
Canadian residents, add 7% GST to book total
Shipping *

TOTAL $

*Shipping (U.S.): Please add $4.50 for the first book and $1.00 for each additional book.
(Foreign): $5.50 for one book by surface mail and add $1.00 for each additional book.
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Order Department

The University of Wisconsin Press

c/o Chicago Distribution Center

11030 S. Langley Ave.

Chicago, IL 60628 U.S.A.

phone (773) 702-7000

M-FE 9 a.m - 5 p.m. Central Time

Fax (800) 621-8476 or (773) 702-7212
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